Germans beyond Germany
wastes .of Africa will bite their tails and creep into .their
royal lairs, There will be played in Germany a drama
compared to which the French Revolution will seem but
an innocent idyll At present, it is true, all is tolerably
quiet; and though here and there some few men create a
little stir, do not imagine these are to be the real actors
in the. piece, They are only little curs chasing one
another round the empty arena, barking and snapping at
one another, till the appointed hour when the troop,of
gladiators appear, to fight for life and death.                 ,!
And the hour will come.   As on the steps of an
amphitheatre, the nations will group themselves aroun<}
Germany to witness the terrible combat.   I counsel you,
you French, keep very quiet, and, above all, see that
you do not applaud.   We might readily misunderstand
such applause, and, in our rude fashion, somewhat roughly
put you to silence.   For, if formerly in our servile,
listless mood we could sometimes overpower you, much
easier were it for us to do so in the arrogance of our
new-born enthusiasm for liberty.   You yourselves know
what, in such a case, men can do; and you are no longer
In such a case.   Take heed, then!   I mean well by you;
therefore it is I tell you the bitter truth.    You have/
more to fear from a free Germany than from the entfe,
Holy Alliance with all its, Croats and Cossacks.   For, fev
the first place, they do not love you in Germany, wWc&;
is almost incomprehensible, since you are so amiable, aai
during your stay amongst us took such pains to please at'
the better and fairer half of the German